A major challenge faced by Geotechnical Engineers in society today is the need for development of new design and construction techniques that are sustainable from both economic and environmental perspectives. Climate change is a global concern that has resulted in the adoption of novel techniques as well as the increased usage of sustainable materials in Geotechnical Engineering. The urgent need to lower our carbon footprint is driven mainly by environmental considerations due to the increasing scarcity of natural resources and the growing disposal cost into landfills in many countries (Disfani et al., 2011; Hoyos et al., 2011) . Other environmental challenges include technologies to remediate polluted soils, groundwater and sediments, finding alternative energy sources as well as solving problems faced by resources and mineral industries. In recent years, these challenges have led to end users, design consultants and contractors pursuing new technologies that embrace design, materials and construction methods that are environmentally friendly.
To effectively deal with climate change and sustainability issues, Geotechnical Engineers should be well acquainted with basic and advanced knowledge in the latest state-of-the-art practice in both Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Engineering. End users and clients increasingly expect the delivery of a project that can be certified as 'green'. Geotechnical Engineers by profession are at the forefront of this push to meet the demand for environmentally friendly designs, constructions and innovations.
Environmental Geotechnics is an ideal platform to showcase innovative methods and technologies in the field of Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Engineering as well as multidisciplinary research among researchers, academics and practicing engineers. Publications from both industry and academia are relevant, particularly those that highlight new laboratory testing, experimental works, in situ testing, field instrumentation, numerical modeling and case studies. Environmental Geotechnics aim is to be a leading platform for Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Engineering with publications in the latest state-of-the-art practice of not only the principles of soil mechanics but also knowledge of aspects of Geoenvironmental Engineering, such as soil and groundwater chemistry, soil mineralogy, hydrogeology, climatology and biological processes.
It is the editorial board members' hope that Environmental Geotechnics will progress further into the premier journal in Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Engineering. This will only be possible, however, through valuable contributions from renowned authors as well as the dedication of editorial board members and publishing coordinators. The papers published in this issue capture the very essence of Environmental Geotechnics and cover various aspects of Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Engineering. I am sure you will find this and the forthcoming issues, with its balanced mix of fundamental and applied work, of practical value to practicing engineers, researchers and students alike. Hopefully, the papers published in this journal will inspire us to adopt Geotechnical Engineering solutions that will help preserve our planet for future generations.
